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Hukam (gaH) - literally “Command,” is more appropriately understood as “reading, or reading out to
others,” of a Sabad (Ag%), from the Gurii Granth Sahib after, or even without performing an Ardas
(»9eH). The process is referred to as Hukam /aina (B&) (taking the order or command), Vak (')
laipa (taking the word) or Avaz (<) /aipa (taking the voice). The hymn or unit thus recited goes by
the name of Hukam (order, command), Vak (uttered word) or Avaz (voice).

Taking a Hukam is most commonly referred to as Vak. In Sanskrit vaka is sounding or speaking a
text, recitation or formula, and vakya is speech, a saying statement, declaration, a sentence or period.
In the Sikh tradition it means command or a lesson read from the Gurai Granth Sahib.

Taking, listening to, or receiving a Hukam is a very important practice for Sikh congregations and
individuals. The Hukam is often taken as Guri’s blessing. The goal of receiving or taking the Hukam
is to incorporate the teachings into one’s life. Many Sikhs take the Hukam as part of their daily
routine after they complete their nitnem. Many of them, having taken the Hukam in the morning try to
live their day according to the particular message. At the end of the day while doing Sukhasan the
Hukam is read again and individuals reflect on whether their day was spent in accordance to the
message.

Historically, there have been instances when theological or even mundane disputes have been settled
by having recourse to vak.

On 12 October, 1920, a meeting of Sikhs from the so called “backward” castes, sponsored by the
faculty and students of the Khalsa College at Amritsar, was held in the Jalliammvala Bagh. The
following morning some of them were taken to Harimandar Sahib (afe¥es Afas), but the granthis

(afE) in control refused to accept karah prasad (=g YATE) that they had brought as an offering and
to say the ardas (m3Ie™A) on their behalf. There was an outburst of protest against the discrimination

towards the so-called low-caste Sikhs, which is totally contrary to the Sikh teaching. A compromise
was at last reached and it was decided that the Gurd’s direction be sought.

Gura Granth Sahib was, as is the custom, opened at random and the first verse on the page to be read
was: “Vahigurt receives the lowly into grace and puts them in the path of righteous service.”

The Gurd’s verdict was clearly in favor of those whom the granthis had refused to accept as full
members of the panth (). This was a triumph for the Sikhs. The karah prasad brought was accepted

and distributed among the sarigat (Rar3).

Such reliance on vak arises from the belief of the devotees that the bani of Gurii Granth Sahib is
revelation enjoying Divine sanction. (The Encyclopedia of Sikhism, Vol 4, p. 249)

The “Sikh Rahit Maryada” (The Code of Sikh Conduct and Conventions) while enunciating issues
related to taking Hukam under Article VII of Chapter VI, instructs and explains its modalities thus:

© 2013 Sikh Research Institute Printable Resources



Sojht Bolt

JaH B
Taking a Hukam

® = Ig dg Afog M »id HE 237, JI-TU AAIS € NEE 575 TIHG JJo 3 MEH 8 A AEaT,
AfS3g € ‘T9As I61 ¥ 82 3 fas' Ht 39 o Afdg M & 9H® 99 & TIHG 9 A
IR HEHS T

Doing obeisance to the Guri Granth Sahib, acknowledging the sangat respectfully, an
embodiment of the Gurl, and listening to or taking the Hukam: these together constitute the
‘darshan’ of the Satigurii (the true guri). Raising the drapery (rumala) covering the Guri
Granth Sahib and merely taking a look or making others take a look at the exposed page,
without taking the command (reading the prescribed hymn) is contrary to gurmat (Gurt’s
way).

()  FHIs feu fea Ta3 fea a® It I1E - di93s A agr, <fins 7 Us|
In the event of the sangat having come together, only one thing should be done at a time:

performing of kirtan, delivering of discourse, interpretive elaboration of the scriptures, or
reading of the scriptures.

(®) =% AN Aas feu |t a9 g Afow & stenr a=s fiu (Hee A S1Y) It Sz & niftat
Jl

Only a Sikh, man or woman, is entitled to be in attendance of the Gurti Granth Sahib during
the divan.

(A) FHaZ § U aes iy It a9 & Ae—| MU iy BEt Us JEt dig-fAY 3t a9 Aaer J1

Only a Sikh may read out from the Gurti Granth Sahib for others. However, even a non-Sikh
may read from it for himself/herself.

@) ‘ToH Bz Sfomit vg U3 € €38 ufRE ufgw mee 7 A<t I, vE 3 UIe IRl A BF Aue
o He fugd U8 3 5y Jv 7 3T U39 US3 J IS HY &I »i3 AEE AT U A ¥9 I° 3
UB € AT A8 3 UBSt Ut Tl meE © Wi feu fAE Fea’ & wr A, 8F 37 3 Ja
ufen Al

When taking the Hukam, the hymn that is continuing on the top of the left hand page must be
read from the beginning. If the Sabad begins on the previous page, turn over the page and
read the whole Sabad from the beginning to the end. If the scriptural composition that is
continuing on the top of the left hand page is a var (ode), then start from the first of the slokas
preceding the paiirT and read upto the end of the paiiri. Conclude the reading at the end of the
Sabad with the line in which the name ‘Nanak’ occurs.

@) s @ AHUSt A 391 T wide T 7 & ¥iSH gaH fanr A

A Hukam must also be taken at the conclusion of the congregational session or after the
Ardas.

As explained in the Sikh Rahit Maryada, Hukam is taken by randomly opening Gura Granth Sahib, or
just from the page that appears after lifting the rumala. The Sabad that appears on the top of the left
page is read from its beginning, i.e., from the earlier page where it starts from, which is usually the
case. But at some places the Sabad starts from the very first word of the left hand side page, in such a
case one does not need to go to the previous page. Some examples of this can be found on pages 426,
484, 490, 601, 682 etc. This usually happens when a new composition or a Rag starts on that page.
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Places where only a word or two appear on the top of the left page before the Sabad ends, are also to
be considered as the continuation of the previous page and the hymn is to be recited accordingly.
Example: pages 416, 492, 692, 832, 850, 874, 896 etc.

There might be cases, though, where finding the right place to start reading a hymn and ending it is
difficult to decide. The usual way of locating a start is an array of continuous numbers followed by a
Rag name and the Mahal (Gurd) number or Bhagat name, which is easily visible. For example:
“NgNQUU2 I IHIH HIS UII”. Alternately, the Mahal name or Bhagat name may not appear after the

numbers. Example: “I8Iall »ATI”. Some times simply the Rag name may start a Sabad such as
“N2NB 1 ST or just Mahal name with salok as in Vars “I€1l A& H: Ull”. In addition there are

instances where continous numbers are the only indication of an end and start of a Sabad with no
other title. Example: “ITlAU3 1l AGH HIE".

The ending line of a Sabad usually has “Nanak” or the name of the Bhagat whose composition it is.

Special care is needed when encountering a Astpadri or a Chant. Ideally, the whole Astpadr, or the
Chant is to be recited. People tend to read just a stanza to make them short, as some times internal
stanzas end with “Nanak” as well.

Below are the page numbers with the short description of the typical cases where caution is to be
exercised. Cases have been picked from page number 400 through 900.

Page Description
434 Pat1 - Starts from two pages before, so the actual beginning is at page.432. Being a
continuous hymn, this needs to be recited from the beginning. (page 432; I /A" HJ®'

q Ut fexit a8 Rfsqa9 ymfell .. to page 434; Arfeg fee afanmizunan)

442 Chant- Complete one and a half page Chant, beginning at page 440, is to be read.
Reading just the ninth stanza would be inappropriate. (page 440; a8 Rf3d19 yArfel »Ar

HI® 3 23 W 31l ... to page 442; AEt 33T  Borstiqonn21u1121)

456 Chant - This is a typical example of a Chant where it begins with a salok, followed by a
Chant, and ends in the fourth stanza. (page 455; """ HO®' Ull A ¥ ¥5 feast ... to

page 456; ATGJ gfg Taatisn2nuln)

466 Var - This is an example of a Var, where typically the sequence is: Salok M:1, and Pauri.
(page 465; FBx H3 All HABHST fAE3 ASMIf3 . to page 466; Aaries =3t ufammi€l)

478 Starts with just Rag as a title. To be recited as usual. (page 477; ™A'l 79 &dT ... to page
478; 32 FAESICI TIR)

568 This Chant begins on the previous page and ends in the fourth stanza, though the

composition continues even after that, with a new heading. (page 567; €3JH HJ® 3 &3
8 Af3a9 yAfel ... to page 568; & Af33 =2I8NQI)

578 This is a typical case where the Chant begins without a heading on the eighth line of page
577, has four saloks and four Chants, one in each of the four stanzas, and ends in the fifth
line of page 578. (page 577; 18141l A3 fomr AEE &3 ... to page 578; fHis 7% Asfa

HSTETI8I2)
640 Astpadr - Recite the complete nine stanzas of the Aszpadr. (page 639; Agfe HI®™ U wg q
wiRCUEMT 987 Af3aT YArfell ... to page 640; 7€t fi fawsfay aresargitnan)
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